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INSTITUTION AND LOCATION _DEGREE YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY
(if applicable)
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI B.S. 1976 Zoology
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL M.S. 1979 Neurobiology
Northwestern University, Evanston, IL Ph.D. 1984 Neurobiology
University of Rochester School of Medicine, Post Doc 1984-87 | Neurobiology
Rochester, NY

A. Positions and Honors.
Positions and Employment

1978-84 Graduate Research Assistant, Department of Neurobiology and Physiology,
Northwestern University

1984-87 NIMH Postdoctoral Fellow (MH 09129), Department of Neurobiology and Anatomy,
University of Rochester School of Medicine

1987-91 Faculty Scientist, Department of Neurobiology and Anatomy,
University of Rochester School of Medicine

1991-94 Assistant Professor, Department of Neurobiology and Anatomy,
University of Rochester School of Medicine

1994-2001 Assistant Professor, Department of Human Anatomy and Medical Neurobiology
Texas A&M University Health Science Center, College of Medicine

2001-2005 Associate Professor, Department of Human Anatomy and Medical Neurobiology

Texas A&M University Health Science Center, College of Medicine
2005-present Professor, Department of Human Anatomy and Medical Neurobiology
Texas A&M University Health Science Center, College of Medicine
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of neonatal alcohol exposure on photic re-entrainment and phase—shifting responses of the activity rhythm
in adult rats. Alcohol 37: 79-88.

35. Menger, G. J., Allen, G.C., Neuendorff, N., Nahm, S-.S., Thomas, T., Cassone, V.M. and Earnest, D.J.
(2007) Circadian profiling of the transcriptome in NIH/3T3 fibroblasts: comparison with rhythmic gene
expression in SCN2.2 cells and the rat SCN. Physiological Genomics 29: 280-289.

36. Qu, X., Metz, R.P., Porter, W.W., Cassone, V.M. and Earnest, D.J. (2007) Disruption of clock gene
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C. Research Support

Ongoing Research Support

Grant: “Coordination of Circadian Physiology of Diverse Species”
Key Personnel: Vincent Cassone, Pl

Susan Golden, Project 1 Leader

David Earnest, Project 2 Leader
Deborah Bell-Pederson, Project 3 Leader
Vincent Cassone, Project 4 Leader

Terry Thomas, Core A Leader

Mark Zoran, Core B Leader

Grant Number: 1P01 NS39546-06

Source of Support: NINDS

Project Period: 07/06 - 06/11

Project 2: “Intercellular Integration of SCN Output Signals”
Role: Project Leader

The major aims of this project are to identify the diffusible outputs from SCN cells (SCN2.2) that communicate
rhythmicity to co-cultures containing fibroblasts or other cell types and to mutant or SCN-lesioned arrhythmic
rodents in vivo.

Pending Research Support

Grant: “Developmental Alcohol and Circadian Clock Function”
Key Personnel: David Earnest, PI

Wei-Jung Chen
Douglas Dohrman

Grant Number: 1R01 AA13242-06
Source of Support: NIAAA

Project Period: 04/07 - 3/12

Role: Principal Investigator

The major aims of this project are to determine whether the long-term effects of three different alcohol doses
on the photic entrainment and phase-shifting properties of the rat activity rhythm are associated with alcohol-
induced changes in: 1) the anatomical organization and histochemical properties of retinal ganglion cells and
RHT fibers that communicate light information to the SCN; 2) the circadian- and light-mediated regulation of
SCN neurotransmitters involved in modulating the phase of circadian rhythms (i.e., glutamate, PACAP, GABA
and serotonin); and 3) some or all components of defined signaling pathways by which light regulates the
phase of the SCN clock and circadian rhythms.
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Completed Research Support

Grant: “Role of BDNF in the Photic Control of Circadian Rhythms”
Key Personnel: David Earnest, PI
Farida Sohrabiji
Vincent Cassone
Grant Number: 1R01 MH60147-02
Source of Support: NIMH
Project Period: 02/01 - 01/04
Role: Principal Investigator

The major aims of this project were to determine whether: 1) retinohypothalamic tract (RHT) fibers innervating
the SCN express TrkB receptors, the cognate receptor for BDNF, using immunohistochemical and tract tracing
methods and 2) alterations in BDNF expression or action in the rodent SCN produce predictable changes in
the phase-shifting effect of light on the circadian rhythm of wheel-running behavior.
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