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e Emphasize service to our community
and to the state through training the
physician workforce Texas needs,
particularly in primary care and

rural medicine.

e Seek diversity in our students and
faculty as a pathway to excellence,
thereby honoring our obligation to train
a workforce that mirrors the population

it serves.

¢ Develop more interdisciplinary research
within the college, with the Texas A&M
Health Science Center, The A&M
System, Scott & White and the VA.

e Emphasize stewardship of our finances
and resources to maximize each
program, activity and opportunity
not only for our students, but for our

communities as well.

e Create a culture of excellence in all that
we do. From the lectern, the bench and
the bedside, it will take daily diligence

to raise the bar.

The strength of any organization is in the
quality of its people, and our success in
achieving these ambitious objectives is
entirely dependent on the College of
Medicine’s exceptional physicians, scientists,
staff and students and the support of former

students, alumni and friends like you.

Working together, there is no limit to the
accomplishments we can achieve. At the
end of the day the best guage of our success
lies in graduating exceptional physicians
and sceintists from our educational
programs and in providing outstanding

service to our state and community.

I intend to constantly remind our College of
Medicine community to focus on our goals
with these ends in mind. As Aristotle once

said, “Excellence is an art won by training

Student Published in Neuro Journal

On Monday, October 18, College of
Medicine third-year student Carson
Fairbanks published a paper titled

“Oculomotor nerve palsy in the setting of

an anterior cerebral A2 segment aneurysm”

in the online edition of the Journal of
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Neurolnterventional Surgery (JNIS). The
paper was co-authored with J. Bradley
White, M.D., Assistant Professor of
Surgery and of Neuroscience and

Experimental Therapeutics.

Left:

M3 Carson
Fairbanks
examines an
orthopedic
implant model
with Barry
Veazey, M.D.,
Clinical Assistant
Professor of
Surgery

and habituation ... We are what we

repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an
act but a habit.” T ask each of you to join
me in a commitment in excellence in all

we do.

Looking forward to the future,

T. Sam Shomaker, M.D., J.D.

The_Jean and Thomas McMullin Dean of
Medicine and Vice President for Clinical
Affairs for the Texas AEM Health
Science Center

Between his first and second years of
school in 2009, a summer elective took
Fairbanks to the Texas Brain and Spine
Institute (TBSI) in Bryan. While there,
he began developing his interest in clinical
research. L. Gerard Toussaint III, M.D.,

a specialist in neurosurgery and research
at TBSI and an Assistant Professor of
Neuroscience and Experimental
Therapeutics, referred Fairbanks to

Dr. White, also a colleague at TBSI. Less
than a year later, their paper was accepted

by JNIS.

Read more about Carson at medicine.tambsc.
edulinstitutional-advancement/student-stories/

carson-fairbanks.himl
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'!‘JI HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
Office of Institutional Advancement

110 Joe H. Reynolds Medical Building
College Station, TX 77843-1114

SAVE THE DATE: REUNION 2011
Friday-Saturday, April 29-30
Fun, food, golf and CME!

Visit medicine.tamhsc.edu/reunion or call Brenda Long
at (979) 862-3992 for more info.

FORMER STUDENTS, ALUMNI, FRIENDS:

WE’'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YQRlease update your information, share your big news or contribute to Class Notes by visiting

medicine.tamhsc.edu/update-info. If you have questions, or if you want to deliver that good news over the phone, contact the

Office of Institutional Advancement at (866) 645-8492 (toll-free) or (979) 862-3992.

29102 11/2010

News from the Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Medicine for alumni and local doctors Fall 2010

Class of 2014 White Coat Ceremony

The Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Medicine welcomed 153 new medical
students of the Class of 2014 at the 13th annual White Coat Ceremony on Saturday,
July 31, 2010 at Rudder Auditorium on the Texas A&M University campus.

On his last official day of service, Interim Dean Ed Sherwood, M.D., served as emcee to more
than 450 attendees.

“The white coat symbolizes a high standard of professionalism and integrity in medical
education,” Dr. Sherwood said. “It also means that he who wears it has taken on the role

of healer and of a lifelong learner.”

Sue Rudd Bailey, M.D., 81, current president of the Texas Medical Association and alumna
of College of Medicine’s charter class, served as keynote speaker. Dr. Bailey encouraged the
students to work together to form a family-like team during their time

as students.

“Excellence in medicine is a habit,” said Dr. Bailey. “It’s a way of life that each of you
begins today.”

Following Dr. Bailey’s address, the students received their white coats and took an Oath

of Commitment. A reception in Rudder Exhibit Hall followed.

FROM THE DESK OF
T. SAM SHOMAKER, M.D., J.D.:

The First
100 Days

Dear former students,
alumni, faculty, staff and

students:

As I write this message,

I have just returned
from the AAMC conference in Washington,
D.C., for the first time as your Dean, and it is
a singular honor to represent the College of

Medicine to our national peers.

On Monday, November 8, I marked my 100th
day as your Dean, and I'd like to use this
occasion to tell you a little bit about what the
College of Medicine is doing to enrich learning
opportunities for our students, enhance research
avenues for our faculty, and elevate the level of

care in all of our communities.

We've come a long way from the basement of
the Teague Research Center in 1977 to the
132,000-square foot Health Professions
Education Building on the Health Science
Center’s new Bryan campus today, and every
day, we are building the physical and academic
infrastructure required to maintain and

improve the rigors of medical education.

My goal for the College is ambitious; to become
a top 50 medical school within five years. To do
this, I've outlined six pillars on which the

College of Medicine will move forward:

e Focus on teaching and learning. We are first
and foremost a medical school, and as such, it
will remain our primary mission to educate
future physicians. To that end we commit to
teaching excellence to establish an ideal

environment for student learning.

continued on back page



Prof’'s Biophysics
Program Reaches
Young Girls

While most young people spend their Saturday
mornings sleeping, watching cartoons or, if
you're lucky, mowing the lawn, one group of
girls brought out their microscopes for
biophysics as part of the 3rd Annual Saturday
Morning Biophysics—Image Life! program
hosted at the College of Medicine.

Novel as it seems, the group of about 20 girls
devoted three hours on Saturdays from
September 25 through November 13 to lectures,
demonstrations and activities about microscopes,
life sciences, forensics, electronic circuits,

chemistry and cells.

Initiated by Andreea Trache, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor of Systems Biology and Translational

Medicine, Saturday Morning Biophysics—Image

Life! targets girls in grades 9-12 and encourages

them to explore careers in science.

“The speakers and I introduce the group to
current research topics in the physical and life
sciences using easy-to-understand, non-technical
terms,” said Dr. Trache. “T also invited graduate
students from across the campus to share their
experiences in science and research. Some of
these graduate students are the first in their
families to attend college and can really relate

to the girls.”

Since 2008, Saturday Morning Biophysics has
exposed more than 60 girls, many from rural
areas in the Brazos Valley, to science and
research. The program is co-sponsored by the
Girl Scouts Bluebonnet Council and by

Dr. Trache’s National Science Foundation (NSF)
CAREER Award, the NSF’s most prestigious
award to junior faculty. The program was also
featured on the NSF website in May 2010 as a
“National Lab Day Exemplary Project.”
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GLOBAL OUTREACH:
Five Weeks in the Dominican Republic

Amid commands of “Simén dice tocar la nariz!” and“Simén dice que salten!” a group of
more than 40 children are doing more than touching their noses and jumping in their
small, open-air classroom. Through a Spanish version of Simon Says, they are learning
about parts of the body from a group of College of Medicine students as part of a five-week

mission trip to the Dominican Republic.

For five weeks in May and June 2010, second-year medical students Giulia Ippolito, Stacey
Mathew, Nikhil Seval and Sherry Spacek traveled more than 2,000 miles to Palenque, on
the Dominican Republic’s Caribbean coast. Associate Professor of Family & Community
Medicine Lani Ackerman, M.D., joined the group for a few days in June. Since 2002,
groups of medical students a from College of Medicine’s Bryan-College Station and Temple

campuses have traveled to the Dominican Republic for medical mission trips.

“In the morning, we would go to the clinic in Sabana Grande, one of the town centers of
Palenque,” said Ippolito. “There we would assist in minor procedures like removing stitches,

taking blood pressure and administering shots.”
“I actually got a lot more hands-on surgical experience than I thought I would,” said Seval.

They also participated in something they hadn’t yet done in school, their first birth and

Cesarean section, and all agreed that it was an amazing experience.

“We got our NBME [National Board of Medical Examiners test} scores while on the trip,”
said Ippolito. “We all passed, and to celebrate, we went to dinner. The next day, we were

back in clinic and were reminded why we want to be doctors.”

Check out the Medicine tab at news.tambsc.edu for the full story and more photos.

Top: M2 Giulia
Ippolito removes
stitches from a
patient's arm.
Middle: Students
with the Healthy
Kids Camp in
Palenque.
Bottom: M2 Sherry
Spacek teaches
teeth brushing
technique.
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2010 Summer Research Program
Selects Top 30

As it has done for more than 30 years, the College of Medicine hosted its annual Summer
Research Program on Wednesday, August 18 at the Joe H. Reynolds Medical Building in
College Station.

From the 150 applicants, the college chose 20 current medical students and 10 undergraduate

students from across the United States to present posters of their biomedical research.

“We make a special effort to recruit undergraduate students, especially underrepresented
students, to the Summer Research Program to showcase the College of Medicine and its
graduate training,” said Warren Zimmer, Ph.D., Director of the Summer Research Program
and Professor of Systems Biology and Translational Medicine. “Our hope is that those
students then return to the College of Medicine for further research and education

opportunities.”

Participants, who started working in February to identify their projects, select mentors and
collect data, displayed posters of their work, and more than 100 students, professors and
mentors discussed their projects. Dr. Zimmer credits the program’s enduring success to the

support of all the faculty mentors.
Dr. Zimmer presented Dean’s Recognition Awards to:

e Soumili Chatterjee, an undergraduate from the University of Houston Downtown
mentored by Jun-yuan Ji, Ph.D. and his lab in the Dept. of Molecular and
Cellular Medicine

e M2 Matthew Jenson
mentored by Vernon Tesh,
Ph.D. and his lab in the
Dept. of Microbial and
Molecular Pathogenesis

e M2 Laura Weaver
mentored by Brett
Mitchell, Ph.D. and
his lab in the Dept. of
Internal Medicine for
their outstanding

research projects.

“I had a great experience

in the Summer Research
Program,” said Jenson.

“The mentors do a great job
getting you involved in their
fields of expertise.”
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GIVING:
Rapport Society Update

On October 8-9, the College of Medicine’s
Rapport Society gathered in Dallas for its
semi-annual meeting where they elected new
co-chairs, Jay Franklin, M.D. '81 and his wife
Ana of Dallas. The Franklins succeed
inaugural co-chairs Jack and Nancy Matz

of McKinney.

The group toured the Baylor Jack & Jane
Hamilton Heart and Vascular Hospital where
Dr. Franklin specializes in clinical cardiac
electrophysiology. The Franklins then hosted
members at their home for dinner. On
Saturday the group traveled to Cowboys
Stadium in Arlington to watch the Southwest

Classic football game.

The Rapport Society, a group of College of
Medicine alumni and friends, is dedicated to
advancing the College of Medicine by
identifying critical medical education issues
and attracting resources to support these
opportunities. Rapport Society members serve
as advisors to and ambassadors for the College
of Medicine. The group is named after

Dr. Joseph Smith’s sculpture in the Joe H.
Reynolds Medical Building courtyard.

If you are interested in joining the Rapport
Society, visit medicine.tambsc.edulrapport or
contact Brenda Long at bklong@medicine.
tamhsc.edu or (979) 862-3992.

Dr. Jay and Ana Franklin, left, with Jack and
Nancy Matz.
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New Appointments

Richard A. Beswick,
Ph.D., MBA, was
appointed Assistant
Dean for Research for
the Temple Campus.
He will oversee and
further develop the
Richard A. Beswick, JRSUISERUPVERICHIGS
Ph.D., MBA research mission on the

Temple Campus.

Ruth L. Bush, M.D.,
M.P.H., was appointed
Associate Dean for
Education for the
Temple Campus. She

{ will oversee and enhance
the medical education
mission in the Temple.

Ruth L. Bush,
M.D., M.P.H. She will also continue to
guide the College of
Medicine/Scott & White graduate medical

education on the Temple Campus.

Wei-Jung A. Chen,
Ph.D., was appointed
Assistant Dean for
Student Affairs for the
Temple Campus. He
will interface between
. administration and
Wei-Jung A. students; oversee
Chen, Ph.D. maintenance of students’
records; liaise with the
Registrar; and oversee compliance with
LCME, AAMC, and guidelines regarding

student services.

Edward J. Sherwood,
M.D. was appointed
Vice Dean for Graduate
Medical Education
(GME), Continuing
Medical Education
(CME) and Life Long
Edward . Learning. He will
SUCIVCILRRVEN oversee the college’s
newly created CME
program, continue to increase the GME
offerings, organize health education activities
and promote lifelong learning among all

students, residents, physicians and scientists.
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M2s Get Hands-On at New Bryan Sim Center

| On Friday, October 15, 30 Texas A&M Health Science
Center (TAMHSC) College of Medicine second-year
students participated in a specially designed workshop
! in the Simulation Center at the new TAMHSC Bryan
Campus. The students, part of the College of

- Medicine’s Family Medicine Interest Group, rotated
through the workshop’s four stations—casting and
splinting; intubation; ultrasound; and labor and
delivery—under the supervision of residents and

faculty members.

As Coordinator of the Family Medicine Interest Group,
second-year student Ross Pinson said that the work-
shop provided a unique opportunity to gather and

learn with the Simulation Center’s technology.

“As students interested in someday practicing family

medicine, this workshop allowed us to come together
and train on different types of equipment through a
variety of exercises,” he said. “We appreciate that the
residents gave us some early, hands-on procedural
training and that we got to utilize the excellent
facilities. It’s always nice to get out of the classroom
in the first two years of medical school for some

hands-on training.”

The 33,000-square foot Simulation Center is home

to 15 clinical exam rooms, eight multi-functional
simulation rooms, two fundamental skills rooms and
multiple clinical testing areas. The students use
different types of manikins (called low- and high-
fidelity) to practice evaluating, diagnosing and treating
the human body. Interest groups within the College of
Medicine organize Sim Center workshops like this once

or twice a semester for students.
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