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CURRICULUM VITAE
GIANFRANCO ALPINI, Ph. D.

PERSONAL:

NAME Gianfranco D Alpini, Ph.D.

EDUCATION:

1984 University of the Studies of Rome, "La Sapienza", Rome, Italy. Doctor of
Philosophy in the field of chemistry and pharmaceutical technologies with a final
evaluation of 102/110.

Thesis University of the Studies of Rome, "La Sapienza", Rome, Italy. Department of
Pharmacology and Biochemistry. Preparation of the experimental thesis under the
supervision of Professor Luciano Angelucci, M.D., Ph.D., Director of the same
department. Thesis topic was "Pharmacological Effects of Mechanisms of
Discrimination. Observations on Active Conditioned Rat Behavior".

1976 Terenzio Mamiani, School of Classical Studies, Rome, Italy. Diploma in classical
studies. Studied all aspects of the classics in Latin, Greek and Ancient Italian.

EMPLOYMENT

09/01/2003-present

Professor with tenure, Internal Medicine and Medical Physiology, The Texas A &
M University System Health Science Center, College of Medicine, Research
Medical Building, 702 South West H.K. Dodgen Loop, TX, 76504
Phone: 254-742-7044 or 254-742-7058
Fax:   254-742-7185 or 254-742-7145

9/01/2000-8/31/2003

Associate Professor with tenure, Internal Medicine and Medical Physiology, The
Texas A & M University System Health Science Center, College of Medicine,
Research Medical Building, 702 South West H.K. Dodgen Loop, TX, 76504
Phone: 254-742-7044 or 254-742-7058
Fax:   254-742-7185 or 254-742-7145

7/1/94-8/31/2000

Assistant Professor, Internal Medicine and Medical Physiology, The Texas A & M
University System Health Science Center, College of Medicine, Research Medical
Building, 702 South West H.K. Dodgen Loop, TX, 76504
Phone: 254-742-7044, 254-742-7058, and 254-774-8742
Fax:   254-742-7185, 254-742-4185, and 254-771-5725

6/28/91-6/29/94

Senior postdoctoral Fellow, GI Basic Research for Digestive Diseases. Mayo
Clinic, 200 First Street S.W., Rochester, MN, 55905.
Phone: 1-507-284-1001
Advisor: Nicholas F LaRusso, M.D.
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5/1/88-5/30/91

Research Associate, Department of Medicine, Liver Research Center. Albert
Einstein College of Medicine, 1300 Morris Park Avenue, Bronx, NY, 10461.
Advisor: David A Shafritz, M.D.

6/10/85-4/10/88

Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Medicine, Division of Hematology, Liver Unit.
Mount Sinai Medical Center, 1 Gustave L. Levy Place, New York, NY 10029.
Advisor: Nicola Tavoloni, Ph.D.

7/12/79-4/20/83

Internship for the preparation of experimental thesis, Department of Pharmacology
and Biochemistry. University of the Studies of Rome, "La Sapienza", Rome, Italy.  
Advisor: Luciano Angelucci, M.D., Ph.D.

SOCIETIES:

American Gastroenterological Association

American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases

The American Physiological Society

International Member of Italian Liver Foundation

European Association for the Study of the Liver

American Association for the Advancement of Science

American Society of Cell Biology

EDITORIAL BOARD:

Journal of Hepatology

AD HOC REVIEWER:

Grants

VA Merit Award

NIH

Journals

Hepatology

Gastroenterology

Journal of Clinical Investigation
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Journal of Hepatology

In Vitro

American Journal of Physiology

PNAS

American Journal of Pathology

Laboratory Investigation

Digestive Diseases and Sciences

American Journal of Gastroenterology

Regulatory Peptides

Journal of Experimental Biology

Archives of Biochemistry and Biophysics

Alcohol

FUNDED GRANTS:

• VA Merit Award: 100,000 per year 10/01/97-09/30/00. 50% of effort time.

• VA Merit Award: direct cost $ 600,000 for 4 years (Competitive submission for renewal).
The proposal is entitled "Mechanisms of Cholangiocyte Proliferative and Secretory
Heterogeneity".

• NIH RO1: $ 703,222 for 5 years from 8-2000 to 8-2005. 30% of Doctor Alpini's salary is
requested to accomplish the proposed studies. The title of the proposal is “Growth regulation
of the intrahepatic biliary tree”. 30% of effort time.

• NIH RO1: requested total direct cost $ 752,500 for 5 years. The PI on this grant is Dr. Gene
LeSage, Internal Medicine, Scott & White Hospital. Dr. Alpini is a Co-Investigator. 10% of
Doctor Alpini’s salary is requested to accomplish the proposed studies. The title of the
proposal is “Bile acid modulation of bile duct secretion and growth”. 10% effort time.

PENDING GRANTS:

• NIH RO1: $ 750,000 for 5 years. 30% of Doctor Alpini's salary is requested to accomplish the
proposed studies. The title of the proposal is “Regulation of bile duct growth in bile duct
ligated rats”. 30% of effort time.

• NIH RO1: requested total direct cost $ 800,000 for 5 years. The PI on this grant is Dr. Gene
LeSage, Internal Medicine, Scott & White Hospital. Dr. Alpini is a Co-Investigator. 15% of
Doctor Alpini’s salary is requested to accomplish the proposed studies. The title of the
proposal is “De novo morphogenesis in the reconstruction of damaged bile ducts”. 15%
effort time.

PAST GRANTS:
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• Co-Investigator in a Scott & White Grant Award, $ 20,000. PI is Shannon Glaser. The title of
the proposal is "Role of D2 Dopaminergic Receptor in the Growth of Cholangiocytes". 2% of
effort time.

• Mentor for Dr. Noriatsu Kanno, M.D. in an AASLD/Schering Advanced Hepatology
Fellowship Program entitled “The growth regulation of cholangiocarcinoma by adrenergic
innervation”. Requested budget is $ 50,000 for 1 year.

• Co-Investigator in a Scott & White Grant Award, $ 20,000. PI is Dr. Noriatsu Kanno. The title
of the proposal is "Bile Acid Regulation of Cholangiocarcinoma Growth". 5% of effort time.
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25, 2000.
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BOOK CHAPTERS, REVIEW ARTICLES:

1. G LeSage, S Glaser, and G Alpini. Regulation of Cholangiocyte Proliferation. Liver 21:73-80,
2001.

2. G Alpini, RT Prall, and LaRusso. 2001. The pathobiology of biliary epithelia. In: The Liver;
Biology & Pathobiology, 4E. I. M. Arias, J. L. Boyer, F. V. Chisari, N. Fausto, W. Jakoby, D.
Schachter, and D. A. Shafritz D editors. Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins. 421-
435, 2001.

3. G Alpini, J McGill, N F LaRusso. The pathobiology of biliary epithelia. Hepatology (2002).
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Pathogenesis of Cholestasis. Michael Trauner & Peter Jansen, Eds. Landes Biosciences,
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5. G LeSage, S Glaser, H Francis, and G Alpini. Heterogeneity of the intrahepatic biliary
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Gene LeSage and Nicholas LaRusso Eds. Landes Biosciences, Austin, Texas, USA. In press
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7. G Alpini, S Glaser, H Francis, and G LeSage. Bile acid regulation of cholangiocyte function.
In: Pathophysiology of the Bile Duct System. Gianfranco Alpini, Domenico Alvaro, Gene
LeSage and Nicholas LaRusso Eds. Landes Biosciences, Austin, Texas, USA. In press (2002).

8. G LeSage, M Marzioni, S Glaser, and G Alpini. Functional heterogeneity of the intrahepatic
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9. G Alpini, S Glaser, G LeSage. 2001. Bile acids stimulate proliferative and secretory events in
rat cholangiocytes. In: Biology of bile acids in health and disease. G. P. van Berge
Henegouwen, D. Keppler, U. Leuschner, G. Paumgartner, A. Stiehl. XVI international bile acid
meeting. Falk Symposium 120. Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht/Boston/London. 137-
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10. M Marzioni, S Glaser, G Alpini, G LeSage. Role of apoptosis in the development of primary
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11. S Glaser, G LeSage, and G Alpini. The Pathobiology of the Intrahepatic Biliary Epithelium. Il
Nostro Fegato. In press (2001).

12. D Alvaro, G Alpini, P Onori, A Franchitto, S Glaser, G LeSage, F Folli, A Attili, and E Gaudio.
Alpha and beta estrogen receptors and the biliary tree. (Mol Cell Endocrinol, in press).

13. G LeSage, S Glaser, and G Alpini. Regulatory mechanisms of ductal bile secretion. Dig Liver
Dis 32: 563-566, 2000.

14. N Kanno, G LeSage, S Glaser, and G Alpini. Functional heterogeneity of the rat intrahepatic
biliary epithelium. (Review). Hepatology 31:555-561, 2000.

15. N Kanno, G LeSage, S Glaser, and G Alpini. Regulation of cholangiocyte bicarbonate
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prevents vagotomy-induced cholangiocyte apoptosis through PI3-kinase blockage of caspase
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San Francisco, May 2002.

3. G LeSage, S Glaser, H Francis, M Marzioni, B Barbaro, D Alvaro, J Phinizy, J Maulden, J
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hydroxydopamine (6-OHDA) degeneration of adrenergic innervation. Submitted for
presentation at the American Gastroenterological Association meeting, San Francisco, May
2002.

4. G Alpini, S Glaser, J L Phinizy, J Maulden, H Francis, and G LeSage. Activation of
phosphatidylinositol-kinase (PI3K) but not extracellular signal-regulated kinase (ERK) is
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Gastroenterological Association meeting, San Francisco, May 2002.

5. Y Ueno, G Alpini, Y Mano, K Yahagi, G LeSage, and T Shimosegawa. Differential gene
expression between small and large cholangiocytes from normal mice by micro array analysis.
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Francisco, May 2002.
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(BDL) rats through cross-talk between Ca2+-dependent PKC and adenylyl cyclase pathways.
Hepatology 34: A1219, 2001.

8. G LeSage, S Glaser, M Marzioni, L Marucci, A Benedetti, D Alvaro, and G Alpini. Insulin
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Ca2+-dependent protein kinase C (PKC) which leads to downregulation of protein kinase A
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9. M Marzioni, G Alpini, S Glaser, Y Ueno, L Marucci, A Benedetti, H Francis, J Phinizy, and G
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Intrahepatic Biliary Ductal System" in Spoleto, Italy (May 30-June 1, 1996).
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• Invited to moderate the AASLD Research Forum Molecular mechanisms of transport in hepatic
epithelia at the American Association for the Studies of Liver Diseases. Chicago, November 7-
11, 1997.

• Invited to give a lecture on the “Gastrin Regulation of Cholangiocyte Growth” at the Biliary
Disorders Meeting, Sabaudia, September 10-11, 1999.

• Invited to give a lecture on the “Morphologic and Functional Heterogeneity of Rat Intrahepatic
Biliary Epithelium” at the University of “La Sapienza”, Department of Anatomy, Rome, Italy,
September 1999.

• Invited to moderate the AASLD Research Forum on Transport and Bile Secretion at the
American Gastroenterological Association Digestive Disease Week in Washington, D.C., May
11, 1997.

• Invited to moderate meet the Professor Luncheon on the postgraduate course on "Pathobiology
of the Intrahepatic Biliary Epithelium" on November 1996.

• Lecture entitled “Insulin Regulation of Ductal Secretion in Rats with Bile Duct Obstruction” to
Post-doctoral fellows/Faculties of GI, Scott & White Hospital, April 2001.

• Invited to give a lecture at the “Cardiovascular Research Seminar” on the “Role of Gastrin on
the Proliferation of Intrahepatic Bile Duct Epithelial Cells”, Dept. of Medical Physiology, The
Texas A&M University System Health Science Center College of Medicine, College Station,
TX.

• Invited to moderate an oral session on “Biliary Pathobiology” at the next American
Association for the Studies of Liver Diseases, Dallas, TX, November 1999.

• Invited to give a lecture on “Gastrin Regulation of Cholangiocyte Growth” at Yale University
School of Medicine, Liver Study Unit, March 7, 2000. (Host: Michael Nathanson, M.D., Ph.D.)

• Invited to give a lecture on “Test systems for biliary injury” on a NIH-sponsored conference
on hepatoxicity, October 17-18, 2000, Bethesda, MD.

• Invited to give a lecture on "Basic Science in Gastroenterology" at the next S.I.G.E., Perugia,
November 18-22, 2000.

• Invited to give a lecture on the "Structural and functional heterogeneity of the intrahepatic biliary
epithelium" at the University of the Studies of Rome "La Sapienza", Division of
Gastroenterology, November 14, 2000.

• Invited to give a lecture on the "Pathophysiology of the intrahepatic biliary epithelium" at the
University of Ancona, Division of Gastroenterology, November 18, 2000.

• Invited to give a lecture on the "Mechanisms of cholangiocyte proliferation" at the University of
Firenze, Division of Gastroenterology, November 16, 2000.

• Co-director (together with Dr. LaRusso and Dr. McGill) of the American Association for the
Studies of Liver Diseases (AASLD) single topic on "biliary epithelia", Arlie, Virginia, June 7-
10, 2001.

• Invited to give a lecture on the “Functional heterogeneity of the intrahepatic biliary epithelium"
at Albert Einstein Hospital School Medicine, Bronx, New York, Liver Center.
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PRECEPTOR FOR POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWS AND STUDENTS:

Alessandra Caligiuri, Ph. D. 1996-1997 University of the Studies of Firenze, Division
of Gastroenterology. Endothelin-1 regulation 
ductal bile secretion.

Emanuela Papa, Medical Student July 96 to
September 96 University of the Studies of Rome "La

Sapienza". CCl4-induced cholangiocyte
injury.

Leonardo Baiocchi, M. D. January 98 to
June 98 University of the Studies of Rome "La

Sapienza". Bile acid regulation of
cholangiocyte growth.

Noriatsu Kanno, M. D. October 98 to
September 01 Third Department of Internal Medicine,

Tohoku University School of Medicine,
Aobaku, Sendai, Japan. Adrenergic regulation
of cholangiocarcinoma growth.

Marco Marzioni, M. D. February 01 to
January 03 Role of the adrenergic system in the

heterogeneous cholangiocyte proliferative
response to liver injury/toxins.

Barbara Barbaro, Ph. D. July 01 to
July 02 Role of angiogenesis in the regulation of

cholangiocyte proliferation.

Jeremy Caulden June 00 to
August 00 Summer student. He helped in a number of

projects related to understand the role of
gastrin in the regulation of cholangiocyte
growth in rats with bile duct ligation.

Sobia Rashid June 01 to
August 01 Summer student. She is helping in a project

aiming to evaluate the role of serotonin in the
regulation of cholangiocyte secretion.

Lauren Jones June 01 to
August 01 Summer student. She is helping in a project

aiming to evaluate the role of adrenergic
agonists in the regulation of cholangiocyte
secretion.

Teaching

• February-March 2001. Taught the “Gastrointestinal and Liver Physiology” section

(10-hour lecture) part of the Medical Physiology Course, MPHY 901.

• February-March 2000. Taught the “Gastrointestinal and Liver Physiology” section
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(16-hour lecture) part of the Medical Physiology Course, MPHY 901.

• February-March 2000. Directed the small group conferences (18 hours) held during

the Medical Physiology Course, MPHY 901.

• February-March 1999. Taught the “Gastrointestinal and Liver Physiology” section

(16-hour lecture) part of the Medical Physiology Course, MPHY 901.

• April 1999. Directed a 2-hour mini conference class on respiratory

physiology.

• February 1998. Taught in the “Liver Physiology” section (2-hour lecture)

part of the Medical Physiology Course, MPHY 901.

• January-May 1998. Directed the mini conference classes (18 hours) held during

the Medical Physiology Course, MPHY 901.

• April 1999. Two hour lecture in Gastrointestinal Physiology to GI

fellows, Division of Gastroenterology, Scott & White Hospital.

• April 1998. Two hour lecture in Gastrointestinal Physiology to GI

fellows, Division of Gastroenterology, Scott & White Hospital.

Other indices of teaching performance

• GRC for the graduate student, Antoine Roister.

• Judge of the research projects for the 9th Anesthesiology Research Day, April 29, 2000.

COMMITTES:

Intramural

• Member of the combined Scott & White and Texas A&M University Institutional Animal Care
and Use Committee (Temple, TX) which reviews scientific protocols (involving animal use) for
investigators residing at the Temple Campus and working for either Scott & White or Texas
A&M University.

• Member of the Scott & White Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (Temple, TX)
which reviews scientific protocols (involving animal use) for investigators residing at the
Temple Campus and working for either Scott & White or Texas A&M University.

• Member of the Veterans Administration Research and Development Committee (Temple, TX)
who reviews human and animal protocols submitted through the VA system.

RESEARCH INTERESTS:

• Gastrin regulation of hyperplastic and neoplastic cholangiocyte growth

• Heterogeneity of the Intrahepatic Biliary Tree

• Cholinergic, adrenergic and dopaminergic regulation of cholangiocyte growth

• Role of angiogenesis in the regulation of cholangiocyte growth and secretion

• Bile acid regulation of cholangiocyte proliferation and secretion


